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What Problem(s) Virus can contaminate surfaces quickly

When pate Sy [pMal e SEaiEmlac ¢ A0 The Hand is Quicker Than the Sneeze
Different, unusual, unique Ongoing issue, new study findings published _ ) ) ) ) L

Where Facility, site Office buildings, hotels, and healthcare facilities A new study, simply titled *How Quickly Viruses Can Contaminated Buildings and How to Stop Them”, found that a
Unit . " single source of contamination can spread to 40 to 60 percent of people and commonly touched objects within 2 to

nit area, equipmen Common surfaces such as doorknobs/ table tops 4 hours. To conduct the study, researchers contaminated a variety of surfaces in several different buildings with a

Task being performed Studying how viruses spread benign virus that lives and multiplies within bacteria to use as a tracer. After some time had passed, researchers

Impact to the Goals sampled surfaces that can harbor infectious organisms, such a light switches and faucet handles, to see how far

Patient Safety Potential spread of disease the planted virus had spread.

Employee Safety Potential spread of disease
Environmental N/A
Compliance N/A
Schedule/ Operations Potential loss of productivity

Property/ Equipment N/A Possible solution: Wash hands
: - - Wwith soap and water or use
Labor/ Time Potential to miss work lsanitizer if hand washing isn't

possible.
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. . More Detailed Cause Map - Add detail as information becomes available.
Basic Level Cause Map - Start with simple Why questions. Basic Cause-and-Effect p surfaces
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NOTE: Read the Cause Map from left to right with the Goal Impacted " Someone with a g o
phrase "Was Caused By" in place of each arrow. ——— A surface gets virus on their Possible solution: Wash
— contaminated by hands touch [€—{ [hands with soap and
SO | UtiO ns avirus ands r?uc esa \water or use sanitizer if
surface lhand washing isn't
. i . . . . . Labor/ Time Potential to miss || possible.
The final step in the Cause Mapping process is to determine potential solutions that Goal Impacted work
could be implemented to reduce the risk of the problem reccurring. The recommended Possible solution: AND Hands haven't
X e N h Periodically clean — been washed
solutions that can be used to limit the spread of disease are relatively cheap and easy. lcommon surfaces with .
Washing hands with soap and water or using alcohol-based hand sanitizer is still the ~ C215¢ Mapping is & Root Cause Analysis method thai capiures basic i taini Sine exposure
asning p - i [¢] - g cause-and-effect relationships supported with evidence pupesicopianing People touch the - . -
best way to reduce the spread of infectious organisms. This study also showed that QUATS. Contamination is surface and then mfigg% ;’xgsva‘;grh;”ds
the use of wipes containing quaternary ammonium compounds (QUATS) just once a CAUSE MAPPING Many surfaces spread touch other lusing hand sanitizer will
day can prevent the spread of illness. For most circumstances, neither of these Problem Solving « Incident Investigation = Root Cause Analysis L—{ may quickly be [<— things dramatically reduce the
practices should be cost nor time prohibitive. contaminated AND IEITCH IS € LS
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