Shortage of Life Saving Cancer Drug
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Shortage of a lifesaving cancer drug, methotrexate, has hospitals scrambling to find enough drugs to treat patients. Methotrexate has long been a
treatment for acute lymphoblastic leukemia, or ALL, and a type of bone cancer called osteogenic sarcoma. A particular form of methotrexate
without alcohol-based preservatives is needed to treat ALL because a high dose must be injected directly into the spines of patients and
preservatives can be toxic and cause paralysi at such a high dose. With treatment, ALL can be cured more than 90 percent of the time. What
makes this drug storage particularly heart breaking is that ALL most often strikes between ages 2 to 5. If hospitals don’t have adequate supplies of
preservative free methotrexate, children will die from a disease that is largely curable.
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In this example, the FDA is currently negotiating with five plants that are approved to manufacture methotrexate to
increase their production of the drug. Inthe meantime, the plant that was shut down has worked with the FDA to allow
distribution of some of the methotrexate that was manufactured, but not shipped prior to the shutdown. Hospitals still
have a smaller supply of methotrexate than would be desired, but all patients’ needs are currently being met.
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