Wrong Body Part Irradiated
October 2005 Define the problem

In October of 2005 a therapist was preparing a patient for radiation therapy. The therapist used a tattoo on
the patient's body to guide the radiation therapy. Additionally the therapist brought up a photo of the area
to be irradiated. Unfortunately in this instance the tattoo and the photographs both indicated the patient's
esophagus - which was the site of previously delivered radiation therapy - instead of his upper spine,
whara tha naw radiatinn traatmante wara tn bk~ Aatiaead Where
Although there was no damage to the patient's health, this incident impacted the
facility's patient safety goal, because of the potential for injury to a patient when
radiation is delivered unnecessarily. Additionally, it impacted the patient service Impactto the
goal because the radiation treatment was misdirected to the wrong body part.
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Solutions to Implement

double tattoos. Information such as the
therapy location and any previous radiation
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